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By Doug Dollarhide

Howdy members, are you �red of this rain?  I am.  
However, I am also thankful for over 200% of our 
annual rainfall but looking forward to some drying 
weather.  A li�le wind and a lot of sun would dry 
our water puddles up.
Friday the 10th of March, Dennis Serpa, Carl 
Perry, Karen Lopes, Jim Westmoreland and I met 
with Miguel Macias from the Forest Service.  It 
was my first mee�ng with these folks and I 
thought it very produc�ve.  For instance, we 
renewed our Cost Share agreement, with the 
Forest service, for the next five years.  Miguel also 
agreed on le�ng us put up signage at Kerrick, 
PineValley, and Clark Fork campgrounds that state 
“these campgrounds are maintained by 
Backcountry Horsemen of California, Mid Valley 
Unit.”  This is something that we have been 
working toward for a long �me.  It was also 
agreed upon that the Forest Service would 
provide first aide and CPR classes for our sawyers 
two �mes during the winter.  They will offer one 
during the week and one on a weekend so when 
summer comes around we will be ready to cut 
trees and be cer�fied to do so.
Our Senior High Camp will be July 21-23 at Kerrick 
Corral Horse Camp and will be for ages 15-17.  
Topics covered will be: what are the items you 
would take on a pack trip, how to plan and 
prepare and the other LNT principles, basics of 
packing, and of course a ride with Aspen Meadow 
Pack Sta�on stock.  If you have any ques�ons give 
me a call or text me at 209-605-2403, or email at 
bootsandspur@a�.net.
In closing, I hope you all will plan to be involved in 
some of our events this year whether it be a trail 
clearing, a fun ride, Dutch oven, or a general 
mee�ng.  There is always some way to have fun 
with this group.  We look forward to seeing you!

Doug Dollarhide
James 5: 7-9

mailto:bootsandspur@att.net
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subject line of your email message and send to mvmonthly@gmail.com.
The editor reserves the right to accept, reject or hold over late submissions.

Vicki Morales, Kathy Zumbrunn
and Gail Jamieson

Editorial Team

Janet@inprint1.com
Layout and printing by Inprint Printing Co.

Merchandise Sales
We have a lot of merchandise for everyone to choose from:

              

Hoodies     $25

   

Crew necks   $20 T-Shirts   $10

 

Zipped Hoodies  $35 Aprons  $10 Caps  $15

Youth prices……….same price           * Size pricing:    (2X + $2)  (3X + $3)  

Trail Books  $10 Decals

Large  $15 *  Small  $3

For informa�on on purchasing please call Jerrie Ann Thomas at 

Phone 209-985-4502        Email: jerriethomas1234@yahoo.com

Are Your Membership Dues Due?
By Kathy Zumbrunn

In this crazy-busy life we lead some�mes it is too hard to remember all the things we need to do.  So is the case of when 
our Mid Valley membership is due for renewal.  So I have decided to help you out!  Each month I will list everyone who is 
due for the next two months, and if your name is listed, please fill out the membership applica�on in this newsle�er, mark 
it “Renewal” and send it in.  This will make sure your membership keeps up-to-date and you will also make Chip Herzig's 
job a bit easier too! 

BE SURE TO MAKE YOUR CHECK OUT TO: BCHC MEMBERSHIP, CHECK “RENEWAL” AND SEND IT TO THE ADDRESS ON THE 
APPLICATION FORM.
And if you have had any changes, such as email address, phone, etc., please note it on the renewal.

I have included the current month because if dues are not renewed, your membership will expire.  Please do not let this 
happen.  Thank you for your �me and assistance.

If you have already sent in your dues, please disregard, as it may have been posted a�er this informa�on was sent to me 
for publica�on.  Plus, if you ever have any ques�ons or problems, please feel free to contact me and I'll help get answers 
for you, no ma�er what you need. Kathy: (209)765-4923 or runningzranch@gmail.com
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By Katherine Reeves

Good a�ernoon and Happy St. Patrick's Day!  We have five of our Mid Valley 
Members who needed a bit of Sunshine this month.
Last month we reported that Susan Erlandson sprained her wrist.  Well, they 
found out it was actually fractured, so now she is spor�ng a cast instead of a 
brace!  Take it easy, Susan, and we hope you mend fast!
Dan Prine had some heart issues, was in and out of the hospital a few �mes, but 
seems to be feeling much be�er now.  We hope that issue is taken care of, Dan.
Jerrie Ann Thomas was bi�en by her ten month old ki�en having a “let me 
down!” fit!
There was only one small puncture in the back of her hand, but within two days 
infec�on had set in and her hand and arm were severely swollen and she landed 
in the hospital for five days! She came home on IV an�bio�cs for another 10 days 
or so.  She is fine now, and yes, she s�ll loves her ki�y!
And our thoughts and prayers are sent to Ric Tilbury for the loss of his sister.
We also learned that Ron and Dianne Stearns' home caught on fire. Fortunately 
the house was saved, but the studio and garage were lost.  Our thoughts and 
prayers are with you both.
That is all for this month.  If you know of anyone needing some Sunshine, please 
let me know.  Contact me at 209-402-7252 or .boopoopidu@aol.com

Thank you…Katherine

Quote of the Month
“Practice sharpens, but over schooling blunts the edge.  If your horse isn't doing right, 
the first place to look is yourself.”
Joe Heim
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This year we are going to camp on a ca�le ranch close to Red Hills State Park. There are 200 plus acres 
on the Dick Gaiser Ranch in the Chinese Camp area. There is a spacious area to park trailers and 
campers. We will ride on the marked trails and make a 2 - 2 1/2 hour ride that will loop around the 

ndranch. We need to clear some of the trail on April 22  the Saturday before the campout. We already 
have some volunteers from the last board mee�ng, but a few more bodies wouldn't hurt. Please text 
me, Carl Perry, if you are interested: 209-321-5410

th - th
April 28 30   

The Mid Valley BCH Spring Campout!
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DUTCH OVEN REPORT
 By Vicki Whisler 

Old news first. The trailer has been cleaned and reorganized! Cathy Dollarhide, Vicki Morales, Roy Jones 

and myself spent 2 1/2 hours moving and reposi�oning totes, tables, BBQ, etc. Plus we reorganized what 

was in totes and cupboards. Please help us keep things where they belong.

 Now for the fun news! There will be a DOG/Kentucky Derby Party on May 6th at The Perry's. Plan on 
ea�ng at 1p.m. so please arrive in �me to get your dish cooked. Brique�es will be furnished by the Mid 
Valley Unit. 

Don't forget the Spring Campout, April 28th through 30th, with Saturday morning breakfast and Saturday 
night Dutch oven potluck dinner. More informa�on on that from Carl.

If you would like to host a DOG contact me at 209-480-0566 by call or text. If I don't answer your call, 
please leave a voice message and I will return your call or text as soon as possible. Thank you.

Vicki Whisler 
vickiwhisler@sbcglobal.net 
209-480-0566

My Favorite Recipe
By Sue Flagg
This Mexican Chicken Casserole is one of my favorite recipes.  I received it from my friend, Shari 
Walker, over 40 years ago.
It is great for Thanksgiving le�overs or potlucks and always gets raves!  Enjoy!

MEXICAN CHICKEN CASSEROLE
½+ pkg. Doritos
1 onion, chopped & browned
1 can Cream of Mushroom soup
1 can Cream of Chicken soup
1 cup sour cream
4 oz. can sliced ripe olives
4 oz. can diced green chiles
4 cups chicken or turkey (3 breasts) cubed & cooked
½ tsp. garlic salt
½ tsp. pepper
¾ lb. Colby Jack cheese (or whichever you prefer)
DIRECTIONS
Combine onion, soups, sour cream, green chiles, garlic salt, and pepper.  S�r un�l well blended.
In a well-greased 10 or 12 inch Dutch oven, layer Doritos (coarsely crumbled), chicken, soup mixture, olives 
and cheese.  Repeat layers.
Bake at 350 degrees for 45 minutes.
(Brique�es: 10” oven – 14 top/7 bo�om; 12” oven – 17 top/8 bo�om.)
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Cal Poly Introduc�on to Bishop Mule Days Compe��on

Oakdale Rodeo Parade

We will ride in the Oakdale Rodeo Parade on Saturday, April 8, 2023, rain or shine!  We will stage behind 
the K-Mart store (S. Maag Ave.) that is behind the Denny's Restaurant.  We need to ride out at 7:30 a.m. to 
ride to the staging area.  The parade begins at 9:00 a.m.

We would like to have people to walk and carry our Mid Valley Banner and also some side-walkers.  Please 
RSVP to me so I can have an accurate count and be able to furnish donuts early.

Thank you. John Marshall  209-968-3826

On March 4th at 9 a.m. Cal Poly San Luis Obispo sponsored 
a hands-on training for intercollegiate students. There were 
over 30 students, plus their coaches, who made the journey 
to San Luis. Our a�endees were: Cheyenne Mason, Tyler 
Sherman and Jasmine Garre�. Coaches Doug Dollarhide, 
Dave Rumsey and myself were the chaperones.  A�er 
registra�on, Rick Jacobsen demonstrated how to pack a 
mule and �e the box hitch. Jerry Jones, the official judge 
from Bishop Mule days, explained all the rules of Mule 
Days. They had five iron mules set up so the students could 
take turns throwing hitches and learning from one another. 
There were two individual hitch compe��ons: the diamond 
and the box hitch. All of the students were �med and the 
�mes were placed on a table for the students to look at 
their �mes and everyone else's �mes also. That way they 
could compare how they did. This was an educa�onal 
compe��on and no awards were given.
Lunch was provided by the Bishop Mule Days Commi�ee. 
There were no costs involved but gas and �me. John Ready 
and Dave Rumsey cooked hot dogs and hamburgers. All the 
condiments were also displayed with chips and cookies. We 
thank John and Dave for all their fine efforts and a great 
lunch.
A�er lunch the fun began with the team compe��on. They 
only had three live mules that could take the pressure of a 
bunch of crazy kids throwing ropes and running around 
them! The speed was on and many mistakes were made. It 
seemed like Jerry Jones loved to penalize the loads and 
disqualify students for touching the loads, either at the 
beginning or the end of the compe��on. It was a hard 
lesson to learn but be�er now than at Bishop.
We le� around 4 p.m. and traveled back to the Central 
Valley. What a long day but well worth all the effort. The 
realiza�on of the ji�ers could not be more explicit than the 
actual feeling of the compe��on pressure. The work is just 
star�ng!  
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Spring Reminders

Spring has arrived - at least according to the horses. With hair blowing everywhere, it is �me to take a 
moment, assess our horses and prepare for the season to come.

If your horse has insect bite hypersensi�vity or seasonal allergies, start them on their omega-3 fa�y acid 
supplements to help keep their immune system calm. Do you have your fly sheet, fly mask, and fly boots for 
the year? If your horse will need medica�ons, such as an�-histamines or steroids to get them through 
allergy season, make sure your veterinarian has seen the horse this year and is aware of their needs so 
prescrip�ons can be filled before it becomes an urgent need.

As shedding season progresses, pay special a�en�on. How is your horse shedding out? Are they taking 
longer than usual? Are they keeping guard hairs on their legs and bellies? Now is a good �me to have your 
horse tested for Equine Cushings/PPID if they are not shedding normally.

Has your horse gained or lost weight over the winter? Those shaggy coats and blankets can hide a lot. Make 
needed adjustments to your feeding program now so your horse is in good shape for the riding season. If 
your horse is struggling to keep weight on, a dental and fecal exam should be considered.

Happy Spring Everyone! Enjoy the sun!

Rebecca Curry, DVM
Taylor Equine Hospital

STATE PARKS' PLANS
By Vicki Morales

What happens at one State Park is apt to happen at all state parks.  Maybe we need to pay 
a�en�on to what might be happening at Folsom Lake State Park. 
 A group (Ace 4 Safe Trails) has been sending le�ers expressing their concern with State 
Parks' plan to implement “mul�-use trails.”  This plan combines all fast moving and slow 
moving trail users on the same single track trails.  This would be dangerous and it would 
ruin the enjoyable experience in nature all trail users seek.  Instead of crea�ng stressful, 
unsafe mul�-use trails, Ace 4 Safe Trails has been urging State Parks to provide separate 
high speed and low speed trails which would be far safer and more enjoyable for park 
visitors.
I urge all of us to go to  to read more about this poten�al problem. h�p://www.ace4safetrails.org

This is in the Mother Lode Unit area.  If you have friends in that unit you may want to ask 
them for more informa�on.
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Ripon Almond Blossom Parade Report
By John Marshall
Photos by John Marshall and Jeanne�e DeMo�

Gree�ngs Backcountry Horsemen.

Our unit rode in the Ripon Almond Blossom Parade on February 25, 2023. We had six riders.  I would like 
to thank Alex Moore for walking in front and carrying our banner.  Thank you, Sally Mole, for leading us 
and carrying our American flag.  Thank you, Nicole Jones and Crystal Dalby, for riding and decora�ng in 
the theme of the Almond Blossom Fes�val.  Thank you, Tim and Olympia Mandel and John Schaapman, 
for riding also.  I would also like to thank Lloyd Erlandson, Roy Jones and Jeanne�e DeMo� for the help 
and support on parade day.  We accumulated 80 volunteer hours! We ride in the parades to remind the 
public who we are and what we do.  
Please join us at the Oakdale Rodeo Parade on April 8.
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THOSE BARN WOMEN

Those Barn Women. Hearts that are true.
Dressed in �ght jeans, colored blue.
Up at dawn, wearing a smile and yawn,
Gloves and jackets.  They got them all.

Hey, "howdy", they say, heck of a day.
Horses are fidge�ng, we head for the hay.
Grab a hay hook, fire up the tractor.
Soon a bale she's took, working together a factor.

Hey, if I can hook it, so can you.
The jokes warm you thru, bale in the bucket, I book it.

Nancy, Kathy, Wendy & Jean
Good country gals all, not one of them mean.

Come cruisin by throw some kinky talk out.
What's that about hay hooks? Twinkle in my eye.
They're right into it. A smile, a pout, a holler and a shout.

One bale then two, on down the road.
Jean says over the fence, I'll do, I've got tools to load.

Rubber, leather mats down, railroad �es up.
Get these stalls built.  I frown, go�a finish this pup.

You make to much noise, they throw their banter out.
Life in a barn full of gals, what a joy.

Yeah, but you love it, I shout.

One tractor, two jobs, can you unload the spreader...they say?
Teamwork with these heart throbs, spreading yesterdays used up hay.

Boy, are you good, they smile. Can you put it in print? I ques�on..
Haven't had this much fun in a while. As I return to my sec�on.

Jean & I measure, cut and build.
Gonna look so good, like bordered with gold guild.
Here they come, hey we need your body.
WaHoo...my kind of work...not to shoddy...

One tractor, two jobs, working with 
these heart throbs.
A trailer full of shaving. I back up the 
tractor, plenty of teamwork here.
Its s�ll a factor.

Shoveling, sweeping, �denesss 
keeping.
Hey, do your share, women's lib 
come...be fair..
Throw some shavin's at a �ght jeaned 
Hon...
WOOPS, I say, she swings a rake for fun.
Working, joking and playing, �ll the 
jobs done.

Time to go, go�a leave.
Other things to do.  My heart'll grieve.
My heads a swimmin' hate to 
leave...................
Those darn..............BARN WOMEN....

By: 
Bruce (Duster) De Mo�
June1989
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April 2023

8) Oakdale Rodeo Parade 
see ar�cle on page 5 in the news le�er

11) Board Mee�ng at 6:30 p.m.
Perko’s, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Doug Dollarhide 
Bootsandspur@a�.net  (209) 605-2403

22) Volunteers needed for the trail cleaning
at the Gaiser Ranch
Contact: Carl Perry (209) 321-5410

28-30) Spring Campout, Chinese Camp
The Dick Gaiser Ranch, 11555 Hwy 49
There will be more informa�on in the next newsle�er.
Put it on your calendar!

May 2023

6) Dutch Oven/Kentucky Derby Party
at Perry’s 
Contact Carl (209) 321-5410

9) Board Mee�ng at 6:30 p.m.
Perko’s, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Doug Dollarhide 
Bootsandspur@a�.net  (209) 605-2403

June 2023

13) Board Mee�ng at 6:30 p.m.
Perko’s, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Doug Dollarhide 
Bootsandspur@a�.net  (209) 605-2403

July 2023

13) Board Mee�ng at 6:30 p.m.
Perko’s, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Doug Dollarhide 
Bootsandspur@a�.net  (209) 605-2403

21-23) Senior High Camp at Kerrick Corral
Horse Camp
Contact: Doug Dollarhide 
Bootsandspur@a�.net  (209) 605-2403

Coming in 2023

Halloween Ride at Blair Ranch in the Mojave Preserve

Past President, Jim Westmoreland**, Peoria Flat Project Chair
209-815-3125                        jimwestmorelandsem@gmail.com

Vice President, David Rumsey**, Membership Chair, Spring
Campout, Winter Roundup
209-532-2681                           davidsrumsey@yahoo.com

Stephanie Sto�*, Facebook, General Mee�ngs 
209-402-4417                           HorseBiz66@yahoo.com

Treasurer, Vicki Morales**, Newsle�er
209-577-1594 vickimorales@sbcglobal.net

Michael King*, Past BCHC State President
209-606-8329                           mickngig@sbcglobal.net

President, Doug Dollarhide**
Youth Ac�vi�es, State Board Delegate, Youth Horse Camp
209-605-2403                          bootsandspur@a�.net

John Marshall*, Parades, State Board Delegate
209-968-3826                       johnvmarshall@icloud.com

Saw Program, Stanislaus Wilderness Volunteers,
Youth Ac�vi�es - Dave Moser
209-404-1372                          davemoser53@hotmail.com

Carl Perry*,  Volunteer Service Projects, Pack Clinics,
Winter Round Up, Spring Campout, State Board Delegate 
209-321-5410                         haylo�pigeon@aol.com

Dennis Serpa**, Volunteer Service Projects, Public Lands
209-848-4017 or 209-531-5175  dmserpa@velociter.net

Newsle�er - Kathy Zumbrunn and Gail Jamieson
209-765-4923                           runningzranch@gmail.com

gail.sunshine@gmail.com209-918-8869                           

Photograher - Historian
Aida Nunes 
209-620-1759                                              aidaitzelnunes@gmail.com

Rides - Jerrie Ann Thomas and Chris�ne Kaplan
209-985-4502                          jerrieThomas1234@yahoo.com
209-847-5253                         newsle�erwestern@gmail.com

Lloyd Erlandson* — Insurance
209-761-3942                             Lloyd.erlandson0@gmail.com

Merchandise - Jerrie Ann Thomas
209-985-4502                           jerrieThomas1234@yahoo.com

Webmaster - Ted Pack
209-883-4192                         Tedpack@fire2wire.com

Secretary, Cathy Dollarhide*, Youth Horse Camp
209-602-1489 bootsandspur@a�.net

Note:  All events subject to change

Roy Jones**, Educa�on
209-272-5634                                handyroj@gmail.com

Nicole Jones**, Volunteer Hours 
209-918-1665                                niccanride@yahoo.com

Sunshine - Katherine Reeves
209-402-7252                   boopoopidu@aol.com

Dan Prine, Email only newsle�er, Email blasts
209-485-0844                         dyprine@aol.com

Vicki Whisler*, Dutch Oven Group  
209-480-0566                          vickiwhisler@sbcglobal.net                          

Volume 54, Issue 3 March  2023



PAGE 11

Volume 54, Issue 3 March  2023




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12

